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We want to thank the Heritage Area Agency on Aging for 
their generous help printing this document four times yearly 
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~ 
~John McCalley, Director 

Iowa Department  
on Aging 

Remarkable events occurred 
during the spring and summer of 

2008 as Iowa experienced natural disasters in epic 
proportion.  A bit later in the year, the full reality of 
the economic downturn began to hit citizens across 
the country and here in Iowa.  It is against this 
backdrop that we view our priorities on aging for 
Iowa from now to 2013. 
Through the Iowa Department on Aging, Governor 
Culver has mapped an action plan for how Iowa will 
continue to modernize long-term care options for 
older adults, their families and caregivers.   
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(con’t from page 1) 
older adults, their families and caregivers.  It is 
posted at www.aging.iowa.gov. 
     Through this plan, the Culver Administration 
has (1) empowered older Iowans to make informed 
decisions about health and long-term care options 
by expanding Life Long Links - the aging and 
disability resource center; (2) increased home and 
community-based services by investing more state 
funds to address unmet service needs, (3) 
established health promotion and disease 
prevention programs that help older Iowans with 
chronic conditions through Iowa  Healthy Links; 
and (4) protected elder rights and prevented abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation, by expanding the Elder 
Abuse Initiative, streamlining abuse reporting and 
investigation, and increasing the number of local 
long-term care ombudsmen. 

There is much work to be done. The growing 
unmet service needs of Older Iowans are nearing 
crisis levels and the age-wave is upon us.  All 
Iowans must, therefore, join the effort to enhance 
the quality of life for older adults for both today 
and tomorrow. 

…………submitted by John McCalley 
~ 

 
Members and friends of the Older Iowans Legislature, 

The 2010 session of the Iowa General Assembly 
adjourned on Tuesday, March 30, 2010.  

The Older Iowans Legislature appreciated that 
during the 2010 session House Files, Senate Files, or 
Resolutions were introduced based on the following 
2009 OIL issues:  

 
• Senior Living Home and Community Based 

Service Fund  
• Parity Reimbursement for Home Services  
• Standardization of Long Term Care Insurance 

Policies  
• Property Tax Relief for Low Income Seniors  
• Expansion of the Elder Abuse Initiative  
• Prohibiting Text Messaging While Driving  
• Personal Needs Allowance COLA  
• Counseling for Spouse of Nursing Home 

Resident  
• Increased Oversight of Assisted Living Facilities  
• Resolution honoring those family caregivers who 

provide services and financial support to 
dependent adult loved ones.  

• Resolution to encourage the members of Iowa’s 
congressional delegation to support Project 
2020. 

Prohibiting text messaging while driving was 
enacted by the Iowa General Assembly. However, 
none of the other issues from the 2009 Older Iowans 
Legislature were approved by the 2010 session of the 
Iowa General Assembly. 

The 2010 session of the Iowa General Assembly 
did enact fifteen (15) bills of interest to the Older 
Iowans Legislature and those enacted bills are 
presented below.      

                    Ron Jome, Secretary, Older Iowans Legislature 
~ 

 
 

BILLS ENACTED BY THE  2010 IOWA 
GENERAL AS SEMBLY OF INTEREST TO THE 

OLDER IOWANS  LEGISLATURE 
 

APPROPRIATIONS 
House File 2526: An act relating to and making 
appropriations for health and human services and 
including other related provisions and appropriations, 
and providing effective, retroactive, and applicability 
date provisions. 

• Department on Aging - $4,662,988  
• Retired and Senior Volunteer Program – 

$179,964  
• Healthy Children and Families - $2,735,062  
• Healthy Aging - $8,045,779  
• Home Care Aide Services - $5,836,083  
• Comprehensive Senior Living Program Including 

Case Management - $8,486,698  
• Dementia-Specific Education to Direct Care 

Workers - $60,000  
• Legal Hotline for Older Iowans - $51,000  
• Senior Community Services Employment 

Program - $193,000  
• Rent Subsidy Program - $700,000  
• Inspection and Certification of Assisted Living 

Programs and Adult Day Care Services - 
$1,339,527 

 

Senate File 2151: An act relating to public funding and 
regulatory matters by making and revising 
appropriations made for purposes of health and human 
services and providing effective dates.  

• The code is amended to include 2010-2011 
funding for medical assistance programs for 
children, 2010-2011 funding for an emergency 
contingency fund for temporary assistance for 
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needy families and other 2010-2011 funding 
for health and human services. 

 

OIL ISSUE  
House File 2456: An act prohibiting a person from 
writing or sending a text message while driving a motor 
vehicle and providing penalties.  

• Persons between ages 16 and 18 with 
restricted licenses shall not use an electronic 
communication device while driving a motor 
vehicle.  

• Peace officers shall issue only warning citations 
during the period of July 1, 2010 and June 30, 
2011..  

• Violations of text messaging while driving is 
thirty dollars. 

 

PLANS, PILOT PROGR AMS, AND 
PROTECTIONS  
Senate File 2267: An act relating to home modification 
requirements under the Medicaid home and community-
based services waiver for the elderly. 

• The department of human services, in 
consultation with the department on aging, area 
agencies on aging, and other organizations 
representing the interests of older Iowans shall 
review the requirements for home modification 
under the medical assistance home and 
community based services waiver for the 
elderly, including the lifetime cap, and shall 
present a plan to increase the lifetime limit to 
the general assembly by December 31, 2011. 

 

Senate File 2356: An act relating to health reform in 
Iowa by creating an IowaCare plus program and an 
Iowa insurance information exchange.  

• The code is amended: “The department shall 
develop a plan to phase-in the regional 
provider network by determining the most 
highly underserved areas on a statewide and 
regional basis, and targeting those areas for 
prioritization in implementing the regional 
provider network.”  

• “The department shall utilize certified public 
expenditures at the university of Iowa hospitals 
and clinics to maximize the availability of state 
funding to provide necessary access to both 
local primary and specialty physician care to 
expansion population members.”  

• “To establish an information clearinghouse 
where all Iowans can obtain information about 
health care coverage that is available in this 
state including availability of care delivered by 
safety-net providers and comparisons of 
benefits, premiums, and out-of-pocket costs.” 

Senate File 2384: An act relating to the nursing 
workforce including the establishment of an Iowa needs 
nurses now initiative.  

• The department of workforce development shall 
establish a nursing workforce data 
clearinghouse for the purpose of collecting and 
maintaining data from all available and 
appropriate sources regarding Iowa’s nursing 
workforce. 

 

Senate File 2388: An act establishing a hospital health 
care access assessment program, providing penalties, 
providing a future repeal, and including effective date 
and contingent implementation provisions.  

• It is the intent of the general assembly that the 
hospital health care access assessment program 
created in this Act be implemented as a three-
year pilot program to determine its efficacy in 
providing adequate reimbursement to hospitals 
in the state, reducing the level of 
uncompensated care and cost-shifting, 
enhancing the health care workforce, and 
expanding access to quality health care for 
low-income and uninsured Iowans. 

 

House File 2402: An act relating to the development 
of a plan for a stroke triage system and registry.  

• The department of public health, in cooperation 
with the Iowa healthcare collaborative and the 
American heart association, shall develop a 
plan to implement a stroke triage system and 
registry. The plan shall be submitted to the 
general assembly no later that January 15, 
2011. 

 

Senate File 2149: An act relating to criminal history 
and abuse registry checks for employees of health care 
facilities and other health-related providers and 
requiring such checks for certified nurse aide training 
program students and providing a penalty.  

• The code is amended: “Prior to employment of 
a person in a facility, the facility shall request 
that the department of public safety perform a 
criminal history check and the department of 
human services perform child and dependent 
adult abuse record checks of the person in this 
state.”  

• “If a student has a criminal record or a record 
of founded child or dependent adult abuse, the 
student shall not be involved in a clinical 
education component of the certified nurse aide 
training program involving children or 
dependent adults.” 

 

House File 2144: An act relating to health-related 
activities and regulation by the department of public 
health, and making penalties applicable.  




